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George Howard Building 

3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City, Maryland  21043-4392

 

Courtney Watson’s Seventh Year Report 

to the citizens of Ellicott City, Elkridge and Hanover 

    

 

January 10, 2014 

 

Dear Neighbor, 

 

As I begin my last year as your Council representative, I want to thank you for the privilege of serving you and 

to share some highlights of the past year. This is my seventh annual report to citizens highlighting some of our 

accomplishments of the past year.  

 

Education 

 

 In Elkridge, Ducketts Lane Elementary School opened. Ducketts Lane is the most technologically 

advanced elementary school in the county. It serves pre-K to 5
th

 grade students and includes a Regional 

Early Childhood Center.   

 

 A new middle school (known as #20) located in Oxford Square in Elkridge is under construction and 

will open in August 2014.  

 

 Howard Community College opened the Health Services Building, the college’s first green building. 

The 113,000 sq. ft. building has classrooms and labs for health science disciplines, such as nursing, 

radiologic technology, emergency medical services, life fitness and public health programs. 

 

 The county partnered with the Howard County Public School System (HCPSS) to form a school safety 

task force in the wake of the Sandy Hook tragedy. Several recommendations were made and are being 

implemented.  

 

 I was pleased to participate in many school related programs including African American Roundtable 

forums on education, Black History Month, Chinese New Year, Council of Elders programs, cultural 

proficiency training, graduation ceremonies for high schools and Howard Community College, green 

schools celebrations, Read Across America Day, and the annual salute to Veterans at Veterans 

Elementary School. 
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http://www.hcpss.org/aboutus/taskforce_report.pdf
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Recreation and Parks  

 We broke ground at Troy Park in Elkridge. Phase I construction has begun with grading, building the 

entrance road, parking areas and developing the first two multi-purpose fields.  Design of Phase II is 

underway.  

 

 The Roger Carter Community Center in Ellicott City, a state of the art 46,000 sq. foot community 

center, opened with a climbing wall, fitness and exercise rooms, indoor and outdoor basketball courts 

and the county’s only indoor swimming pool. 

 

 The Belmont Conference Center in Elkridge was acquired by the county from Howard Community 

College and will serve as a park and entertainment venue.  

 

 The 11
th

 annual Celebration of Sports was held to honor and thank local citizens who devote time and 

talent to sports and youth programs. 

 

Howard County Library 

 Howard County Library System was named North America’s “2013 Library of the Year” by Library 

Journal magazine. 

 

 The former Miller Library building is undergoing construction to house library administrative functions 

and an expansion of the Ellicott City Senior Center. 

 

 Funding was provided in the budget for construction of the Elkridge library. 

 

 I was pleased to serve as the head judge for the annual Spelling Bee and to participate in the annual 

Choose Civility program.  

 

Environment and Neighborhoods 

 Ellicott City was selected by Benjamin Moore Paints as one of 20 Main Streets in North America to be 

painted in the Paint What Matters contest and work will commence in spring 2014. 

 

 The Lawyers Hill Sound Barrier project in Elkridge is in the design phase. Construction is expected to 

begin in summer 2014. 

 

 In Historic Ellicott City merchants and residents have worked with county agencies over the past year on 

concerns about pedestrian access and safety, stormwater control, sidewalk improvements and traffic.  

Over $3 million has been budgeted to implement improvements and work will begin on various projects 

this spring. 

 

 A consultant team has been chosen to design the courthouse expansion. Public input meetings will be 

held in 2014.  

 

 We implemented streetscape projects on Rt. 40 to enhance landscaping and stormwater management 

areas.  

 

 A citizens committee is working with county agencies to develop a countywide bicycle master plan.  

 

 

http://www.howardcountymd.gov/troypark.htm
http://www.howardcountymd.gov/rccc.htm
http://www.hclibrary.org/
http://paintwhatmatters.com/post/70262963622/the-20-main-street-matters-communities-for-2013
http://bikehoward.com/


(410) 313-2001   fax: (410) 313-3297  tty: (410) 313-6401 
http://cc.howardcountymd.gov 

 

Electric Power Reliability 

 As a result of Council Resolution 134-2012 which I introduced in October 2012, the Maryland Public 

Service Commission (PSC) ruled on Case 9291(Phase 1 for 14 feeders) in September rejecting BGE’s 

request to dismiss the complaints. The PSC ordered that BGE complete improvement work plans for 

Phase I by the end of 2014, report on reliability metrics and undertake annual surveys to measure future 

customer satisfaction. The PSC will hear Phase II (Case 9304 comprising 33 feeders) starting in early 

2014. The County Council has funded an outside expert to assist the Office of Law in this highly 

technical case. 

 

Legislative Highlights  

 I sponsored legislation to combat the effects of bullying which resulted in Stand Up HoCo, a partnership 

of many county agencies and the school system to raise awareness and address bullying.  

 

 The County Council held seven public hearings and fifteen work sessions to fully evaluate 

recommended comprehensive zoning changes. The resulting legislation (Council Bill 32-2013) was 

passed at the end of July with 122 amendments.   

 

 I sponsored a resolution to support the efforts of the Howard County Historical Society’s application to 

the National Park Service’s national Underground Railroad Network to Freedom program. The Howard 

County Historical Society is coordinating applications from several potential sites in Howard County. 

 

 In December, legislation was proposed to create a task force to increase awareness and coordinate 

efforts to combat human trafficking in the county. 

 

Public Safety  

 The new Elkridge Fire Department Station on Bauman Drive is under construction.  

 

 The new Savage Fire Station was dedicated in June.  

 

 Officer Travis Turner was assigned to a newly established community policing position for Main Street, 

Ellicott City and Elkridge to work with merchants and community members on safety concerns and to 

enhance police presence.  

 

Community Support 

 I continue to work with individual neighborhoods and community associations such as Greater Elkridge 

Community Association (GECA) and St. Johns Community Association (SJCA) on concerns about 

traffic, zoning, sidewalks, student and pedestrian safety, etc. 

 I hosted scout visits and issued proclamations for Eagle Scout celebrations. 

 I work daily to resolve constituent concerns in many areas including cable companies, crime, public 

education, power outages, recreation and parks, road repairs, services for citizens in need, speeding in 

our neighborhoods, traffic, zoning and permit violations.  

 

Your feedback is important, and welcome. I encourage you to contact me with your thoughts or if you need 

assistance. Thank you for the opportunity to serve you.   

Sincerely, 

Courtney 

http://webapp.psc.state.md.us/Intranet/casenum/CaseAction_new.cfm?CaseNumber=9291
http://webapp.psc.state.md.us/Intranet/casenum/CaseAction_new.cfm?CaseNumber=9304
http://www.howardcountymd.gov/departments.aspx?id=6442471984
http://hchsmd.org/
http://www.savagevfc.org/about.php
http://geca-elkridge.org/home.asp
http://www.mysjca.org/Welcome
mailto:cwatson@howardcountymd.gov

